
Minutes of the ANZAMP AGM, in Bendigo and online via Zoom

Meeting commenced at 6:10pm (AEDT) on Tuesday, February 11, 2025.

1. Minutes:

The minutes of the 2024 AGM were approved. Nathan Clisby proposed, Tim Garoni seconded, and there
was a general vote of approval.

2. Apologies:

Paul Pearce, Milena Radnović

3. Report of the Chair:

ANZAMP membership numbers are currently at 296 (281 in 2024, 252 in 2023, 221 in 2022) with 128
ordinary members (118 in 2024, 118 in 2023, 116 in 2022), 168 student members (160 in 2024, 131 in
2023, 102 in 2022), 3 NZ members (3 in 2024, 3 in 2023, 3 in 2022) including 1 NZ student, and 79 female
members (70 in 2024, 63 in 2023, 51 in 2022). Of the female members 22 are ordinary/sustaining/etc. (22
in 2024, 24 in 2023, 19 in 2022), and 57 are students (48 in 2024, 39 in 2023, 32 in 2022).

Nathan Clisby commented that these numbers are roughly stable; there is a slight increase across the board
except for our NZ members who remain very few.

Regarding finances, the ANZAMP bank balance in March 2016 was $74,345, in February 2022 it was
$87,121, in February 2023 it was $108,027.29, in February 2024 it was $91,307, and in February 2025 it is
$104,440 (though there are significant liabilities for the 2025 conference still outstanding).

The balance includes $32,074 in a term deposit and $30,000 invested with AustMS.

Regarding conference delegate numbers (excluding plenaries):

2018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025
Total 71 46 54 79 74 60 69
Students 23 21 15 34 26 21 32

A breakdown of non-student participants in 2025 is as follows:

ANU 3 Melbourne 13
Flinders 1 UNSW 1
La Trobe 2 UQ 5
Monash 2 U Tas 1
Swinburne 1 UWA 2
Sydney 2 Other/retired 3
UNE 1 Total 37

Madeline Nurcombe asked whether the skew could be explained because of Bendigo’s proximity to Mel-
bourne; Nathan said he was not sure as he did not have previous data at hand.

4. Report of the Treasurer:

Milena Radnović was absent but she had provided a copy of the treasurer’s report which Nathan presented.

Almost all expenses are for the conference; we also pay for the website and contribute to APCTP.

Some of ANZAMP’s investments are in a term deposit and some is invested with AustMS (see above for
the exact amounts). The managed fund with AustMS grew by about 12% last year. It is kept in a pool with
AustMS’s investments. Peter Bouwknegt asked whether this investment is connected to the funds for the
Guttmann Prize; Nathan answered no.

5. Membership fees:

ANZAMP’s membership fees are set at 20% of AustMS’s fees:



Ordinary Reciprocal/Education/ECR Reduced/Retired
ANZAMP $36 $18 $10
AustMS $180 $90 $50

It was noted that AustMS fees have been increasing faster than inflation.

6. Executive:

The current executive committee is

• Chair: Nathan Clisby (Swinburne)

• Deputy Chair: Yang Shi (Flinders)

• Secretary: Nicholas Beaton (Melbourne)

• Treasurer: Milena Radnović (Sydney)

• Immediate Past Chair: Phillip Isaac (UQ)

The term of this executive will expire at the AGM in 2026.

We need to appoint a returning officer for the next election. Chris Bradly was proposed as the returning
officer; David Ridout seconded and the appointment was approved.

7. Rodney Baxter Prize:

Nathan mentioned the Rodney Baxter Prize in Mathematical Physics, which is awarded by ANZAMP every
3 years. The inaugural prize was won by David Ridout in 2023; the next prize will be awarded at the next
annual meeting in 2026.

A request for nominations will be sent out in the coming months.

8. Future ANZAMP & AustMS meetings:

Nathan reviewed the recent history of ANZAMP meetings:

• 2018: Auckland (Auckland / UNSW)

• 2019: Merimbula (ANU)

• 2020: Tweed Heads (UQ)

• 2022: Online (Monash / Melbourne / Swinburne)

• 2023: Hobart (Monash / Melbourne / Swinburne)

• 2024: Katoomba (UNSW / Sydney)

Now in 2025: Bendigo, organised by Mario Kieburg (chair, Melbourne), Emma Carberry (Sydney), Sergei
Kuzenko (UWA), Ian Marquette (La Trobe) and Eric Zhou (Monash).

2026: plans being explored but cannot say more right now.

2027: volunteers still needed!

There was a mathematical physics session at the 2024 joint AustMS / NZMS / AMS meeting in Auckland,
organised by David Ridout, Pedram Hekmati, Justine Fasquel and Shashank Kanade. David commented
that he was disappointed in the poor attendance at the session. Jan de Gier pointed out that there was a very
large number of special sessions, sometimes in different buildings that were far apart. David mentioned that
this problem can be particularly discouraging for students, when they are presenting a talk to only a couple
of people in the audience.

The 2025 AustMS meeting will be at La Trobe and there will again be a math phys session. Hopefully the
attendance will be better. Jan suggested that there may be fewer special sessions and that people in math
phys may be more likely to attend the math phys session instead of other related ones.



9. AustMS website:

AustMS has recently launched a new website but it has had some teething issues. In particular when trying
to get ANZAMP membership at a reduced rate, the price appears to be incorrect and only appears correctly
once you go to the cart. Additionally the details of the Rodney Baxter Prize are missing. If anyone notices
something wrong then please contact AustMS.

Phil Isaac mentioned that he recently renewed his membership but had some issues with the website. David
pointed out that the new version is still considerably better than the old one.

10. Code of Conduct:

No code of conduct issues to report.

One ANZAMP member is supposed to sit on the AustMS EDI Committee as an observer; however Yang
Shi is an actual member of the committee so an observer is not required at present.

11. APCTP matters:

Nathan briefly reviewed the history of the relationship between ANZAMP and APCTP. We have been the
Australian member entity since 2017. We pay dues annually (up to $3000 US each year) and APCTP
sponsors the ANZAMP meeting, provided we have at least one plenary speaker from an APCTP member
country. We have signed various 3-year agreements; the current one is for 2023–2025.

Peter Bouwknegt is the Australian representative on the APCTP General Council. Paul Pearce sits on the
APCTP Board of Trustees. Both Peter’s and Paul’s terms will end in late 2025.

A breakdown of payments in recent years (all figures in USD):

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
David Ridout 1K 0 0 0 0 0

ANZAMP 0 3K 3K 3K 3K 1K 1K
MATRIX 1K 1K 1K 2K 2K 2K

ANU / AIP 1K 1K 1K 0 0 2K 2K
Total 3K 5K 5K 5K 5K 5K

From Paul Pearce: APCTP President Yunkyu Bang’s term ended at the end of 2024. The next president
will be Misao Sasaki (a cosmologist from IPMU, Tokyo). Sasaki is expected to start from 1 June 2025.
The acting president will be Doochul Kim in the interim. There may be changes to APCTP’s directions and
policies with the new President.

From 2024 AIP starting paying US$2000 towards APCTP membership fees. Australia currently (and for
a few years) has a 50% reduction in fees. ANZAMP will need to write a formal request to APCTP for a
50% reduction for 2026–2028. MATRIX may not contribute to membership fees beyond 2025. On average
Australia is expected to receive more than it pays in membership fees, but this may fluctuate from year to
year.

In 2024 Australia received the following support from APCTP:

• MATRIX: Tensor Categories, Quantum Symmetries and Mathematical Physics (US$2000)

• MATRIX: Mathematics and Physics of Integrability (US$8000)

• AIP: Standard Model and Beyond (US$4500)

So the total fee paid was US$5000 and the total support received was US$14,500.

In 2025:

• ANZAMP Annual Meeting (US$2000)

• AIP: No requests known

So at present it seems the total fee paid wil be US$5000 and the known support received is US$2000.

It is now much easier to recoup our membership fee since rules changed prior to the 2023 meeting (e.g.
we can now claim conference venue hire). However the administrative burden can be quite onerous. The



situation in the future is uncertain due to the changing leadership. AIP has paid US$2000 for the past two
years but it is unclear if this will continue. It may make sense for AIP to become the Member Entity for
Australia.

Peter Bouwknegt did not have much to add. He thinks that AIP is committed to continue at 2K per year but
can’t say much more. There were some hiccups in 2024 due to paperwork. It was very helpful to have Paul
Pearce on the Board of Trustees. If Paul does not continue in that role then we may need to reconsider our
membership.

David Ridout commented on the process of getting funding for his MATRIX workshop. The paperwork
was not so easy but not completely awful. After the money came in, APCTP retroactively asked for lots of
extra information, including signatures and photos of all speakers, and citizenship details for all participants.
David refused citing privacy law. Some participants offered their info. David commented that this kind of
thing happens in Japan too and probably China.

Peter suggested that this is a Korean government requirement; David again mentioned that there are privacy
concerns here.

Mario Kieburg spoke about the process of getting funding for ANZAMP. Once it was approved they were
sent updated guidelines which did not match what was on the website and it seemed like the application no
longer fit the rules.

Peter said that he was not sure about internal APCTP guidelines and rules. The new President may try to
clean up all this complication. He will give feedback in due course.

Phil Isaac pointed out that Australia is always special because of the timing of our meetings and that we
never meet deadlines. We have managed so far because of Paul’s role on the Board.

Peter observed that Australia has been paying fees since the 90s. The money has come from various sources.
When Paul joined it became more viable. There are other countries that also have reduced fees, including
Canada (5K). Some other countries only pay 2K per year. Some countries have cancelled their membership,
including Singapore and Malaysia. If MATRIX pulls out we may need to try to negotiate a further reduction
in our fees.

David asked if the lateness is going to be more of an issue if Paul leaves the Board. The application for
the 2024 ANZAMP meeting was late. Nathan explained that the application went in before the deadline
but that it was not processed until after the deadline, by which point APCTP refused to give any support.
However APCTP ended up supporting other events in 2024. Peter pointed out that because of the timing of
the ANZAMP conference it will be impossible for us to meet the APCTP deadline; he suggested we could
come up with a provisional speaker from an APCTP country earlier in the year.

12. AIP matters:
ANZAMP is now a Cognate Society of AIP. ANZAMP members can attend AIP conferences at a reduced
rate, and vice versa.

Nathan attended the AIP Council meeting in February 2025 and presented the ANZAMP report.

13. Other business:
ANZAMP has approx. $30K in a term deposit and $30K combined with AustMS managed fund at Perks.
Could we invest more with Perks? The return was about 12% last year. Jan de Gier observed that 12% is
a very good return and we should consider investing more. Phil Isaac asked if we have a detailed report on
the investment; Nathan said no.

At the joint meeting in December some of us met with some NZ members and other math phys people. The
NZ community is interested in being able to join ANZAMP via NZMS (such an arrangement is already in
place for ANZIAM). Peter Bouwknegt pointed out that many math phys people in NZ tend to be in physics
rather than math, and so may not be members of NZMS anyway.

The NZ people were open to having an ANZAMP meeting in NZ in the coming years. However they were
very reluctant to get involved in organising it. Nathan pointed out that the 2023 meeting in Hobart was
organised by people from Melbourne, so potentially an event in NZ would not require much organisation
from locals.



Nathan suggested ways of expanding the range of ANZAMP activities. Currently we have the annual con-
ference (including the AJ Guttmann Prize) and we award the Rodney Baxter Prize every three years.

One possibility is to award an Early Career Prize. ANZIAM does this (JH Michell Medal). Could be
awarded every three years, and include a plenary speaking slot at the ANZAMP conference. It could be
awarded to some 5 or 10 years post PhD. Another consideration could be a “best paper” prize? It would not
be a big expense.

There was general agreement that something like this would be a good idea. Jan suggested to use the ARC
guidelines to decide who counts as early career; if we award it only every 3 years then it should allow for a
decent amount of time post PhD. Mario suggested 10 years to be an appropriate restriction. David observed
that most people go overseas after their PhD. Phil asked if we would require the recipient to be a member
of ANZAMP. Nathan said probably yes. David said this sort of thing would be a way to encourage people
to come back to Australia. Tony Guttmann suggested 7 years to be an appropriate length of time. Madeline
Nurcombe asked about the nomination process; Nathan said that nothing has been planned yet; potentially
it could be selected by the Program Committee for the meeting that year.

There was some further discussion about a potential best paper prize. Jan asked about the rules of the
Michell Medal, and David asked about how we would decide the rules for a best paper. For example, major
contributors to the work might not be members; Nathan said that shouldn’t matter but deciding how to set
it up could be difficult. Mario asked about how a “best paper” should be judged. David pointed out that for
any award we would be looking at papers anyway. Jan looked up the rules for the Michell Medal and said
that it is awarded for “distinguished research”.

The general consensus was that a prize for “overal research contributions” would be preferable to a “best
paper prize”.

Another possibility for expanding ANZAMP activities would be to help fund a MATRIX workshop. ANZIAM
has a support scheme for this, offering up to $2K support. Tim Garoni asked how would this be decided;
Nathan said probably just the Executive Committee, with some deadline TBD. David suggested we could use
money from the investments, though that may not always be possible. Tim expressed concern about whether
we could afford it. Jan (who it should be noted is the Director of MATRIX) mentioned that ANZIAM started
offering support without any prompt from MATRIX; ANZIAM decides who and how much to support with-
out any input from MATRIX. Phil also mentioned the ANZAMP budget. Jan said that MATRIX has approx.
18 events per year, and about a third of those fall within the ANZIAM scheme, which would amount to $10-
12K per year. Nathan’s recollection was that ANZIAM only funded one such event per year. (In fact there
is no fixed number, the rules are available at www.anziam.org.au/ANZIAM-MATRIX+Support+Scheme.)

There was a call for further business. With no response, the meeting was closed.

Members In Attendance (27)

By Zoom: Joshua Capel, Thuan Vu Ho

In person: Murray Batchelor, Nicholas Beaton, Peter Bouwknegt, Chris Bradly, Nathan Clisby, Jan de Gier,
Laurence Field, Tim Garoni, Tony Guttmann, Lucas Hackl, Phillip Isaac, Peter Jarvis, Mario Kieburg, Jo-
hanna Knapp, Jonathan Kress, Sergei Kuzenko, Jon Links, Ian Marquette, Jock McOrist, Madeline Nurcombe,
Anthony Parr, Thomas Quella, David Ridout, Yang Shi, Gabriele Tartaglino-Mazzucchelli.

www.anziam.org.au/ANZIAM-MATRIX+Support+Scheme

