
Minutes of the ANZAMP AGM, in Katoomba and online via Zoom

Meeting commenced at 5:30pm (AEDT) on Wednesday, February 7, 2024.

1. Minutes: The minutes of the 2023 AGM were approved. Tim Garoni proposed, Mario Kieburg seconded,
and there was a general vote of approval.

2. Apologies: None.

3. Report of the Chair:

ANZAMP membership numbers are currently at 281 (252 in 2023, 221 in 2022, 273 in 2021) with 118 (118
in 2023, 116 in 2022, 115 in 2021) ordinary members, 131 (102 in 2022, 155 in 2021, 161 in 2020) student
members, 3 (3 in 2023, 3 in 2022, 3 in 2021) NZ members and 70 female members (63 in 2023, 51 in 2022,
74 in 2021). Of the female members 22 are ordinary/sustaining/etc. (24 in 2023, 19 in 2022, 20 in 2021),
and 48 are student (39 in 2023, 32 in 2022, 54 in 2021, 47 in 2023) members.

Nalini Joshi made a note that some AustMS members might be honorary, and Phil Isaac responded that this
is only a small proportion of AustMS members.

Regarding finances, the ANZAMP bank balance in March 2016 was $74,345, in February 2022 it was
$87,121, in February 2023 it was $108,027.29, and in February 2024 it was $91,307.

Milena Radnović explained that the anomalously high value in 2023 was due to conference venue fees not
having yet been paid.

The balance includes a $60,000 invested amount, with $30,000 in a term deposit and $30,000 in a pooled
investment with AustMS in a fund managed by Perks.

Regarding conference delegate numbers (excluding plenaries):
2018 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024

Total 71 46 54 79 74 60
Students 23 21 15 34 26 21

The outgoing executive is

• Chair: Phil Isaac

• Deputy chair: Nathan Clisby

• Secretary: Judy-anne Osborn

• Treasurer: Milena Radnović

with David Ridout the immediate past chair.

Outgoing chair Phil Isaac thanked other members of the Executive including David Ridout.

When discussing highlights from Feb. 2022 – Feb. 2024 Phil mentioned that the inaugural Baxter prize was
awarded to David Ridout in 2023, with the next prize in 2026.

4. Report of the Treasurer: Milena Radnović presented a report of ANZAMP’s finances.

The transaction on 11 April 2023 was queried and David Ridout explained that this was conference support
from the University of Melbourne.

Milena pointed out that operating income was reported as lower than usual but more money was to come in
soon.

5. New Executive:

Eric Zhou was the returning officer, and reported that the new executive committee is:

• Chair: Nathan Clisby (Swinburne)

• Deputy chair: Yang Shi (Flinders)

• Secretary: Nicholas Beaton (Melbourne)



• Treasurer: Milena Radnović (Sydney)

David Ridout pointed out the Phil Isaac is still a member of the Executive as the immediate past chair.

6. Membership fees:

Membership fees were presented.

The are set at 20% of the AustMS membership fee rounded up to the nearest dollar, increasing to $36 in
2025 as AustMS’s ordinary membership fee will increase to $180.

David Ridout: should we stay at 20%?

Phil Isaac said we could crunch the numbers on a possible increase.

Nathan Clisby pointed out the AustMS fees are already increasing faster than inflation, in part due to recog-
nition that AIP fees are significantly higher than AustMS fees.

Peter Bouwknegt affirmed that AIP fees are higher.

7. Future ANZAMP & AustMS meetings:

There was a round of applause to thank the 2024 organisers (Jonathan Kress (co-chair), Milena Radnović
(co-chair), Joshua Capel, Andrew Kels, and Pieter Roffelsen) for doing a great job.

It was agreed that the next organising committee would be: Chair: Mario Kieburg (Melbourne), with Emma
Carberry (Sydney), Sergei Kuzenko (UWA), Ian Marquette (Latrobe).

The next ANZAMP meeting may be in Bendigo, perhaps at the La Trobe campus there.

Phil Isaac asked attendees whether it would be desirable to have the ANZAMP meeting at a university
campus and the great majority was against the idea.

Phil asked for volunteers for the 2026 meeting, and flagged the idea that one potential location is NZ.

8. Website update

David Ridout clarified that ANZAMP is paying for hosting, but not for support.

Phil Isaac asked what platform is used and David explained that Wordpress is used.

9. Code of Conduct / AMSI Summer School / AustMS:

Nalini Joshi clarified that AustMS is looking into the implications of the new ACT model rules, rather than
EDI per se.

Nathan Clisby pointed out that although he was notionally the ANZAMP observer on the EDI committee,
he had a clash with the meeting time and in practice Milena had fulfilled that role.

For the AMSI Summer School of 2023/2024 there was an ANZAMP course on General Relativity, lectured
by Volker Schlue (Melbourne).

It was pointed out that this role was not selected by ANZAMP, instead by the program chair.

We will be more proactive for the 2026/2027 school.

David Ridout pointed out that the Mathematical Physics special session had not yet been accepted for inclu-
sion in the joint NZMS/AustMS/AMS meeting.

10. APCTP matters

Nalini Joshi asked how much funding we have received from APCTP, compared with our membership fee.

Phil Isaac replied that for the past 2 years we have received more than our membership fee back.

Paul Pearce gave an update on APCTP matters. There has been an 11% cut to the APCTP budget, although
international programs have not been cut. APCTP has provided strong support to Australia with $8000 for
integrability, $4500 for a physics meeting, and also support of the ANZAMP meeting. The AIP will start
contributing to APCTP thanks to the efforts of Peter Bouwknegt and Murray Batchelor.



11. AIP matters

David Ridout attended the AIP Council meeting to present the ANZAMP report as a cognate society of
AIP. The theoretical physics group representative expressed interest in sending students to the ANZAMP
meeting.

Yang Shi mentioned that there are two students from AIP attending the current ANZAMP meeting.

David mentioned that the AIP is in the process of planning a national careers fair that may be of interest to
our students.

12. Other business

Phil Isaac asked members to please contact the Exec. to advertise conferences and events that are of interest
to the mathematical physics community.

Phil mentioned that the split between the term deposit and Perks (currently $30K in each) could be revisited
in future years.

A general discussion was had about how to get NZ members involved.

Phil suggested that we could follow the ANZIAM model and have a NZ branch.

Jan de Gier pointed out that the NZ mathematical physics community is very small.

Paul Pearce said that NZ could potentially become an APCTP member.

Members In Attendance (29)

By Zoom: Paul Pearce, Jon Links
In person: Murray Batchelor, Peter Bouwknegt, Chris Bradly, Nathan Clisby, Jan de Gier, Justine Fasquel,
Zachary Fehily, Tim Garoni, Phil Isaac, Nalini Joshi, Andrew Kels, Mario Kieburg, Johanna Knapp, Jonathan
Kress, Ian Marquette, Chihiro Matsui, Damien McLeod, Jock McOrist, Thomas Quella, Milena Radnović,
David Ridout, Pieter Roffelsen, Alexander Sherman, Yang Shi, Gabriele Tartaglino-Mazzucchelli, Zongzheng
Zhou, Yao-zhong Zhang


