Minutes of the 11th ANZAMP AGM, In Hobart and online via Zoom

Meeting commenced at 6:15pm (AEDT) on Tuesday, February 7, 2022.

1. Minutes: The minutes of the 2022 AGM were approved. Tim proposed, Jon Links seconded, and there was
a general vote of approval.

2. Apologies: Phil Isaac, Katherine Seaton.

3. Report of the Chair:

The report was presented by Deputy Chair Nathan Clisby, as Chair Phil Isaac was unfortunately not able to
be present.

ANZAMP membership numbers are currently at 252 (235 in 2022, 287 in 2021, 275 in 2020) with 118 (116
in 2022, 115 in 2021, 114 in 2020) ordinary members, 131 (102 in 2022, 155 in 2021, 161 in 2020) student
members, 3 (17 in 2022, 17 in 2021, 18 in 2020) NZ members and 63 female members (51 in 2022, 74 in
2021, 59 in 2020). Of the female members 24 are ordinary (19 in 2022, 20 in 2021, 12 in 2020), and 39 are
student (32 in 2022, 54 in 2021, 47 in 2023) members.

Nathan Clisby noted that having only 3 NZ members is a significant issue.

Regarding finances, the ANZAMP bank balance in March 2016 was $74,345, in February 2022 it was
$87,121, and in February 2023 it was $108,027.29. In practice the financial position has not changed much
as there are significant liabilities for the present ANZAMP meeting. The balance includes a $60,000 term
deposit.

Nathan Clisby suggested we could gradually increase the fee percentage. Tim Garoni asked whether there
was a rationale for increasing fees. David Ridout noted that originally the fee was $30 which at the time was
well over the 20% threshold that is now mandated as the minimum by AustMS.

Regarding conference delegate numbers (excluding plenaries):
‘ 2018 2019 2020 2022 2023
Total 71 46 54 79 74
Students | 23 21 15 34 26
Turnout at our first face-to-face meeting since 2020 was pleasingly strong.

4. Report of the Treasurer: Milena Radnovi¢ reported that over the last year the opening balance was
$26,723.39 as at 1 February 2022, the income was $20,680.50 including member subscriptions, conference
fees.

Expenditure: $8,458.26 including APCTP membership fee, ANZAMP seminar honorarium, Guttmann stu-
dent prize and ANZAMP domain costs.

There is a term deposit of $60,000.
Net operating income as at 1 February, 2022 of $38,945.68.
It is important to note that there are significant liabilities for the present ANZAMP meeting that still need to
be paid.
5. Website update:
The new ANZAMP website is fully functional. Thanks to David Ridout for managing this process.

David Ridout said that ANZAMP membership renewal works through the AustMS site, but in their new
“shop” unfortunately it is not possible for new members to join. It is still possible to join through the old
process.

6. Future ANZAMP meetings:

The 2024 ANZAMP Meeting will be jointly organised by Milena Radnovi¢ from the University of Sydney
and Jonathan Kress from UNSW, with other local organisers to be added later. The location is yet to be
determined.



Mario Kieburg offered to potentially be an organiser for the ANZAMP meeting in 2025, and asked if others
might be interested in joining him. David Ridout noted that it doesn’t have to be people from the same
institution, or indeed from the same city.

. Code of Conduct / AMSI Summer School / AustMS:

The AustMS has finalised its Code of Conduct Procedures document. The ANZAMP Code of Conduct will
rely on this document if violations of our Code are reported.

In future, it is likely that a member of the AustMS Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Committee will be
on the organising committee of the ANZAMP Meeting, but the mechanism for this is still being figured out.

Regarding the Summer School, it is expected that there will be an ANZAMP branded course roughly every
third year, while ANZIAM will have a course roughly two in every three years. Tim Garoni said that
ANZIAM getting a better deal, and in response David Ridout noted that neither of us is paying money to
AustMS, and that ANZIAM is larger than us.

. AIP matters

Thanks to Phil Isaac and Murray Batchelor , plus members of the AIP Council, ANZAMP has recently been
approved as a cognate society of AIP.

From Murray Batchelor: “That the AIP Council agrees to recognise the Australian and New Zealand Asso-
ciation of Mathematical Physics (ANZAMP) as a Cognate Society” was passed just now at the AIP Council
Meeting with everyone strongly in favour, including some words of support from Nicole Bell (AIP Presi-
dent).

Regarding AIP, Nathan Clisby noted that members rates for AIP conference will help ANZAMP members
given that their conference fees are of the order of $800.

Murray Batchelor asked if we have heard directly from AIP. Nathan Clisby said not yet, unless they have
contacted Phil Isaac. Murray was asked how big the AIP conference is and said similar to us; and a range of
different topics/parallel sessions.

. APCTP matters

Paul Pearce has been re-elected to sit on the APCTP Board of Trustees from November 2022 — November
2025. Peter Bouwknegt was our nominee for APCTP General Council Member.

Thanks to Murray Batchelor for representing ANZAMP with the APCTP. He will act as proxy at the next
Council Meeting. A memorandum of understanding (MoU) between ANZAMP, as the member entity for
Australia, and the APCTP was signed for 2020-22, and is up for renewal in March, 2023.

Breakdown of payments in recent years:
($USD) | 2020 2021 2022
DR 1k 0 0
ANZAMP 0 3k 3k
MATRIX 1k 1k 1k
ANU/AIP | 1k 1k 1k
Total 3k Sk S5k

We will have a member ballot to determine whether to renew the MoU, and to inform this decision we had
a discussion about the APCTP led by those with direct experience of the relationship between the APCTP
and ANZAMP.

Nathan Clisby flagged that issues to consider were the degree of benefit of membership to ANZAMP and
the mathematical physics community more broadly, the administrative burden to conference organisers to
get reimbursed by APCTP for expenses, the difficulty of getting reimbursed (particulary in COVID years),
and the role of MATRIX and the AIP.

Paul Pearce explained that there is 3 year cycle, and that the total fee for Australia would be $5K for each
of the three years. MATRIX had committed $2K per year. This year APCTP supported three meetings
in Australia for a total of $12K, including the ANZAMP Meeting where ANZAMP was returned $4K. In
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future the conference support will be paid to the host institute and not directly to the speakers, which helps
ANZAMP.

Jan de Gier supplied written comments to confirm that MATRIX had formally agreed to contribute $6K in
total. There are conditions to be met by Paul. Another condition is an APCTP supported research program
within the next 3 years. Such a program ran in the past and was very successful.

Jonathan Kress explained that dealing with APCTP has been difficult at times as it is difficult to communicate
with the APCTP, and that rules around reimbursements have been rigidly applied, making things difficult
for ANZAMP. He stated that things seem to have improved.

Paul Pearce noted he will be putting in a proposal that Australia and Canada pay only $5K annually on an
ongoing basis, with fees of $2K for developing countries.

Tim Garoni stated that in the last MoU we paid $6K in fees and only got $4K back due to COVID. He found
the inflexible constraints put on the program committee to be the main issue. In the past, the APCTP would
only support speakers that are citizens of the APCTP countries, and in practice that has meant we had to
have 2 such speakers, out of our five. The program committee this year wouldn’t and only had 1. Tim said
that the APCTP has been considerably more flexible in reimbursing our costs in 2023, and if that continues
in future years then his major objection to APCTP membership is gone.

Paul Pearce commented that the MoU is separate from membership fees.

David Ridout stated that he was happy to hear that the APCTP was being more flexible in applying rules
for reimbursement, and in that case his most serious objection is removed. He added that in his view the
natural home for APCTP should be the AIP, and that the AIP should act as Australia’s member institute. He
said that we should kindly ask AIP to take on the Member entity role. Further, we should pay less and AIP
should pay more.

Murray Batchelor said that he did not have much to add beyond what Paul had already said. Paul has been
working hard. There is a case to be made that AIP should contribute more, but it’s just a matter of how
much.

Peter Bouwknegt said that as a general principle we should interact with our Asia-Pacific colleagues, and
therefore Australia should be a member. On behalf of MATRIX, we feel strongly that Australia should be
a member, so we commit to 3 years, but this should not go on. I have talked with Nicole Bell (chair of
AIP) re AIP. She is receptive but they have some difficulties. Regarding getting our money back, we seem
to be getting our money back. And the onus is on the mathematical physics community to make more use
of APCTP schemes. He also stated that in his view the ANZAMP Executive should decide on the MoU
without requiring a ballot.

Nathan Clisby said that he thought this was a big enough decision that member input was important. And,
that there seems to be a consensus that the AIP should be playing a larger role with APCTP, and perhaps the
lead role.

Paul Pearce added that $4K was returned to ANZAMP for the 2023 meeting, with $3K in fees paid, and
that this trend will likely continue. APCTP are constrained by their regulations under the Korean ministry.
Any inflexibility during COVID was due to the ministry, not APCTP. Finally, we have to think of the wider
Theoretical Physics community, not just ANZAMP, and two other conferences had received significant
funding, with “ Dark Side of the Universe” getting $5K, and “String Math” getting $3K.

Other business

The inaugural Rodney Baxter Prize for Mathematical Physics to be awarded tomorrow. We had a strong
field of candidates, and thanks to Murray Batchelor for chairing the selection committee.

AustMS investment - opportunity to move some portion of ANZAMP’s $60000 term deposit into AustMS’s
investment fund. Considering moving $30000 in the first instance.

There was a question about how the money at AustMS is invested and David Ridout noted the information
is publically available. Nigel Bean was involved in setting it up, and David said that AustMS was exploring
a very ethical portfolio, and therefore they didn’t expect overly high returns.



Current term of the ANZAMP Executive expires next year, and so we need to appoint a returning officer.
Eric Zhou kindly agreed to take on this role and this was agreed to by the meeting.

Members In Attendance (30)

By Zoom: Joshua Capel, Judy-anne Osborn, Paul Pearce, Jorgen Rasmussen

In person: Murray Batchelor, Jean-Emile Bourgine, Peter Bouwknegt, Nathan Clisby, Zac Fehily, Alexandr
Garbali, Tim Garoni, Lucas Hackl, Peter Jarvis, Mitchell Jones, Mario Kieburg, Jonathan Kress, Jon Links, Ian
Marquette, Jordan Orchard, Anthony Parr, Thomas Quella, Milena Radnovic, Christopher Raymond, David
Ridout, Pieter Roffelsen, Yang Shi, Gabriele Tartaglino-Mazzucchelli, Jaco Van Tonder, Zongzheng Zhou,
Yao-zhong Zhang



